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Thanks to those parents who were able to join us for our first awards
assembly in November. We were glad you were able to break away from
your busy schedules to see our students be recognized for fall sports as well
as academic honors. I also want to thank all of you for your help and support
with our annual Pioneer League Food Drive. I am so proud that our students
and staff donated items to help local families through the holiday season.

I hope all of you enjoyed the Thanksgiving holiday with family and
friends. It hardly seems possible, but we have just over a week till the end of
the semester. It is crucial that students r emain focused on their academics
during this time. Parents, I encourage you to monitor your students progress
through Skyward Family Access. We have received a lot of positive feedback
from those who are accessing student grades and other information at home
through the internet on a regular basis.

Please note that due to the Winter Break, we will combine our December
and January newsletters. You can expect our next newsletter to arriv e in
early February. By then we wi ll be well into the second semester and gearing
up for the Kansas State Assessments. This year all seventh and eighth grade
students will complete both the reading and math assessments. In addition,
the seventh grade students will complete the science assessment. We cannot
emphasize enough how important it is that students do their best on these
assessments. Not only do the results allow us to evaluate how effectively
students are mastering the state standards embedded in our curriculum, but
the results also determine the courses that best meet the needs of students
as we begin the enrollment process in the spring. Your assistance in
communicating this to students is very much appreciated.

As always, do not hesitate to contact the school if you have any
questions or concerns. We appreciate your support and commitment to the
Goddard School District. Without you, we could not accomplish what we do
for the students of this district.

As noted on the district calendar, there will
be no classes from December 21-January 4. Students
will resume school on Tuesday, January 5. On behalf
of the staff of Robert Goddard Middle School, we
wish each of you a relaxing, safe winter break. Happy
Holidays to you all and many wishes for a wonderful
new year.
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Counselor’s Connection
Lisa Tyler - Counselor

This year we have started the Circle of Friends at Robert Goddard.  This
group provides special education students with the opportunity to develop
friendships through a mentor relationship with another regular education teen.
Mentors gain confidence acting as a leader, while the peers with special needs
gain the support and guidance of a regular education peer.  The benefits of
such a program are numerous!  Students had to apply and be interviewed to
become a member of this group.  The following students were selected to be
Circle of Friends mentors:  Angel Herrada, Addie Carter, Ashley Baert, Jennifer
Rodman, Karen Dougherty, Michaela Huffman, Riley Monson, Stephanie Whittit,
Brian Rush, Ben Maier, Faith Vap, Mark Adair, Tanisha Cox, Brooke Heinrich, and
Justin Grimm.

We have several activities planned throughout the school year to help facilitate the f riendship bond
between the mentor and the special needs student.  So far, we have played games in the special needs
classroom, done a variety of craft projects with the latest being an ornament, and have gone on field trips to a
football game, a bowling alley, the pumpkin patch and McDonalds.  Next week, we are having a holiday party
with a movie and popcorn.  The Circle of Friends group is one of the most beneficial programs that we have in
our school.

The counseling office is gearing up for second semester schedules.  If your student has a schedule
change, he or she will need to stop by the counselor’s office next week.  We need parent permission to change
electives such as choir, band and orchestra, so please call if this is a change you would l ike to make.  You may
go onto Skyward and look at your child’s second semester schedule if you are unsure what classes are currently
scheduled.

Enjoy your winter break; see you January 5th!

With the holidays at hand comes a brand
new semester for Robert Goddard Middle School
students.  In January when students return from
the winter break they will have a new schedule to
follow.

Students' homerooms will not have
changed; therefore, students should report to their
regular homeroom teacher.  Once there, teachers
will have an updated copy of the student's spring
semester schedule to distribute.  Please call Lisa
Tyler, school counselor, at 794-4249 i f you have
questions about your child's spring semester
schedule.

What to expect on
January 5, 2010

Winter PTO
Dance

Friday, January 15, 2010
RGMS Gym

7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
tickets $4 in advance or

$5 at the door

Chaperones are needed.
Call Mr. Hollas at 794-4230
if you want to join the fun!
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Students Exceed Expectations on Food Drive!

The students and staff at GMS traditionally take much pride in collecting food
and money for the Lions’ Club during the annual Pioneer League Food Drive. In fact, we
have won the Pioneer League Food Drive four of the last five years, including this year!

However, this year’s drive was especially important to us because we chose to
participate in honor of Mr. Markham. He was a very caring, giving man and we f elt i t appropriate that such an
event be held in his honor. So, i t is only fi tting to r eport that we col lected a total of 11,094 i tems in food and
money, which is an average of 27 items per student. That is nearly twice what we donated during last y ear’s
record-breaking event! It is by far my proudest moment as the principal of GMS.

We managed to have some fun throughout the week that made i t even more special. We had homeroom
competitions in which the homeroom with the highest donated a verage received a pizza party. We actually
treated three homerooms to pizza: Mrs. Dinkel (Student Council) with an average of 48 items per student, and
Mrs. Rindt (7th grade) and Mrs. Esposti (Publications) with an average of 40 items per student each. We set a
school-wide goal of 6000 i tems, which we exceeded by Thursday, so students were treated to a movie. We had
academic team competitions as well. One of the 8th grade teams, G Force, contributed the greatest average
items and got to w atch the movie in our auditorium theater. Finally, every item a student donated w as a vote to
determine which teacher would be taped to the w all during lunch. Mr. Busby received this honor, again befitting
the event as he is Mr. Markham’s sub. I n addition, ther e were 27 students and staff who donated mor e than
100 items and got to spr ay Mr. Busby with silly string whi le he hung defenseless from the wall.

I would like to thank Student Council for organizing this annual event and setting an example to all
students on the value of community service. I would also like thank all of the students and parents who
supported this event. As I told the students, the most important part of the food drive was that we helped
close to 100 Goddard families have a happier Thanksgiving and Christmas. My hope is that this lesson will follow
the students long after they leave GMS.

Lisa Hogarth - Principal

PE Pointers
Barb Letts and Matt Busby

Winter is definitely in the air!  This time of year is primarily filled with indoor
activities with only an occasional need to go outside, such as the mile run test.
However, students should still have their required sweats available for the days we
do venture outside.  Our indoor activities will include basketball, pickleball, badminton,
aerobics, dance, and a variety of other fitness games.

As we conclude this first semester of classes, post fitness tests are being
conducted to see if our daily fitness routine of cardiovascular exercise, strength
training, and stretching has provided improvement gains since the pretest at the

beginning of the semester.  Many of our students experience pride and jo y when they see the improvement
in their scores.

The return to classes on January 5 brings a new group of students to P.E.  Students who ordered
uniforms will receive them on that first da y.  Please be sure to identi fy the uni forms with your child’s name
in permanent marker.  If y ou are unsure of the specific uniform requirements, call or e-mail the P.E.
instructor.  If y ou would sti ll like to purchase the uniform shorts ($13) and/or shirt ($9), just ha ve your
child ask the P.E. instructor for a form.  Most sizes are still available.



Lion8ors
Cheryl Emerson, Peggy Griswold, and Crystal Petru

Team Conference Time  12:15 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. M - T - Th

Join our team!
Sign up for Family

Access.

December finds the science classes finishing our chemistry unit by balancing equations.  We will begin the
New Year studying the sun and the moon and our Earth, starting wi th our place in space.  Join your student as
they make and record observations of the moon thr oughout the month of January.  Don’t f orget our text book
is on-line!  See for yourself at:  GO TO: go.hrw.com.  Thank you for your time and inter est.  Your participation
in your child’s education is a sure way to encourage learning!

Math 8 classes are working on Chapter 6 which involves rates, ratios and proportions.  The students are
using proportions to find the unknown side lengths of similar triangles and distances in scale drawings.  They are
learning how to use similar triangles to measure indirectly.  Finding the probability of single and multiple events is
covered at the end of this chapter.  Our next chapter wi ll deal with percents and how to use them in our
everyday lives, such as finding the percent of change and discounts.

In English, we will finish “Diary of Anne Frank” after we return from winter break.  In our
grammar study, the students have been challenged with trying to set the Engl ish “comma
rules” to music.  Each pair of students chose a holiday tune and attempted to make the rules
both rhyme and move with the melody.  I ha ve been impressed with not only the team work,
but also the creativity and talent many of our students have shown.  Ask your student to sing
a “comma rule” to you!

Math 8 Plus classes are learning about linear inequalities. They are graphing them as well as solving
compound inequalities and absolute value equations and inequalities. Before starting Chapter 7, which deals with
linear systems, the students will learn how to use the Pythagorean Theorem.

Social studies classes are studying westward expansion, including the Oregon Trail, Texas independence
and the gold rush of California.  We will start the New Year discussing immigration and changes to our country.
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Spotlight on Spanish

Students began the Total Physical Response Unit in November and will continue
this into December.  The TPR unit requires students to work their “muscle memory”
to learn vocabulary such as basic teacher requests, actions, parts of the body,
objects in the classroom and colors.  Using this vocabulary, students are able to play
games like “Simon Says” and “Twister” in Spanish.

Also in December, students are identifying family members by using the proper Spanish words.  I n
addition, they are working on asking for and giving ages.  Students have gathered pictures of family members
and are creating a digital presentation about their family in Spanish.  The semester and the course will conclude
with a study of family and the coming of age celebration for Hispanic girls, la quinceañera.

In January, a new group of students wi ll begin the course.  The exploration of Spanish language and
culture begins with recognizing the Spanish alphabet and answering basic personal questions such as ¿Cómo te
llamas? (What’s your name?). They will also practice using courtesy words like por favor (please), gracias
(thank you) and de nada (you’re welcome).  Students will then expand their knowledge of greetings and
goodbyes by learning to introduce themselves and others as they get to know everyone’s Spanish nickname.
For any questions, feel free to contact me at school by phone at 794-4230 or by e-mail: lesposti@goddardusd.com.

Señora Esposti



G Force
Derek Cochran, Jamie Frost, Chris LeFevre, and Terry Gordon

Team Conference Time   8:55 a.m. - 9:35 a.m. M - T - Th

Use Family Access
 to keep up

with the team!
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Happy Holidays from team G Force!  We are looking forward to beginning a New Year and a new
semester as all students will have a fresh start.  Please encourage your child to continue to work hard and turn
assignments in on time.  Please contact the team if you have questions or concerns.  Don’t forget to set up
your Skyward so that you will automatically receive regular progress reports at
your convenience; the team teachers will no longer send reports manually.

In social studies students are learning about Jacksonian Democracy and
the I ndian Removal Act.  We will discuss how the U.S. expansion west affected
many tribes in the southeast ar eas of the country.  We will also study the great
westward migration by forming “wagon trains” to experience what it would have
been like to travel across the country in a covered wagon to reach Oregon or
California.  Each student will be required to complete a diary about his or her
journey.

As the first semester winds to a close, we are also wrapping up our study
of chemistry.  We have already investigated atoms and their structur e, the
nature of chemical bonding, and are now learning about chemical reactions.
While working in the lab, we have experimented with chemical reactions and their
characteristics.  We have also learned how to balance chemical reactions and
have worked on a WebQuest to help further understand various chemical reactions
and their chemical equations.  Next semester, we wi ll begin the exploration of our
solar system and its planets in addition to stars, galaxies, and the univ erse.  We
will learn about the different types of stars, various kinds of galaxies, and the
relationship between the Earth, moon, and sun.

English students are reading “The Diary of Anne Frank.”  We have been
studying WWII and the Holocaust and have also been working on writing and vocabulary in conjunction with this
unit.  If you have family members who fought in WWII, you might want to share this information with your
student.  Beginning in January, students wi ll work on six tr ait wri ting during the thir d quarter of the school y ear.

In 8th grade math we are currently working wi th proportions and probability.  We will soon be working wi th
percents and will finish the semester working with linear functions.  In Math 8 Plus we are currently working with
inequalities.  Next we will study systems of equations and exponential functions.

Congratulations to December Students of the Month!
Kelli Costin
Jacob Crowell
Isaac Dunn
Hailey Faust
Riley Heskett
Matt Hill
Lam Hoang
Brianna Huynh
Aimee Johnson

Daylin Johnson
Ashley Looft
Jenae Maley
Aylin Martinez
Brennan McKee
Elizabeth Murphy
Lauren Myers
Dustin Ortman
Keegan Reed

Sam Rogers
Taylor Schlyer
Gillian Stuart
Kailey Underwood
Janelle Wetta
Stephanie Whittit
Kyle Whitworth
Brett Woodruff
Morgan Workman



Tazmaniacs

Congratulations to November Students of the Month!
Mark Adair
Nathan Arredondo
Morgan Bohanan
Aaliyah Buck
Kayla Carrington
Scott Gonzalez
Aubrey Cook
Sam Daman
Eduardo De La Rosa

Jenni Dinkel, Mike Harms,
Keith Lewandowski and Kevin Shobe

Team Conference Time  1:05 p.m. - 1:50 p.m. M - T - Th
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Be part of the team!
Use "Family Access"
 to stay connected.

The seventh grade Tazmaniac teachers would like to remind parents to continue to moni tor their
student’s progress at this important age of student dev elopment.  We encourage you to use the Skyward
system, monitor the agenda book, and e-mail us with your questions and concerns.

In math classes, the students completed a unit on fraction operations and another on equations and
functions.  They will next move into ratios and proportions.  In this unit students learn about ratios, and extend
this concept to rates and unit rates, and then to solving proportions, and to scale drawings.

In Math 7 Plus classes, the students completed a study of rational numbers and equations and are
currently working with ratios, proportions, and probability; this will be followed by a chapter about percents.  In
these units, students wi ll use fractions and decimals to find the percent of a number.  Students use proportions
and equations to solve percent problems.  Finally, students wi ll learn to find per cent of change, markups,
discounts, and sales tax.

Students taking Mr. Lewandowski’s science classes are completing the l ife science units and will then start
with physical science.  Our students have been very focused this year and we look forward to continuing our
journey into science.

In social studies classes, students are currently learning about Mexico’s history, geography, and current
events.  Each class will work on a larger project to f urther educate the students on Mexico.  I n January, we
begin our study of Kansas History.

It ’s time to r ead (and maybe re-read at home) the classic seasonal story “A Christmas
Carol” by Charles Dickens!  English students are identifying and studying the literary elements
of this story, along with the behavior and motives of the characters.  In January, students wi ll
research, study, and discuss the Civil Rights movement and segregation in America.  A major
part of this uni t is to r ead and study the novel, “Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry.”  This book
traces the challenging experiences of a southern black family during the depression era.  Later
in January, students wi ll begin a poetry uni t in which they wi ll read and write poetry and study
figurative language and poetry terms.

The seventh grade team would like to wish everyone a happy and safe holiday season.
HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

Corey Dugan
Marcus Hogarth
Ashley Huelsmann
Evan Husted
Wyatt Mattingly
David McGuire
Jenna McKaig
Michael Ojile
Cassandra Parker

Alexis Penney
Taylore Rose
Courtney Scheer
Tory Smith
Spencer Sourivong
Stacy Swain
Cody Vanderhoff
Austin Winder
Christian Young
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BREAKFAST
WITH SANTA!

Blue Thunder
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Karen Carmichael, Pat Easum,
and Melissa Rindt

Team Conference Time  9:45 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. M - T - Th

Our team uses
Family Access!

Do you?

Season’s Greetings from the Blue Thunder team!  We are looking forward to a f resh start as the New
Year and a new semester approaches.

Math 7 Plus students are working with percents.  They will be challenged to memorize
common percents as fractions and as decimals.  In January, we wi ll commence a study on
polygons and their properties.  Math 7 students recently finished a short chapter on solving
equations; to end the first semester we will study ratios and solve proportions.  After the
winter break, students will begin a chapter about percents.

In social studies, we will continue our studies of cultures and places around the world as we have yet
to learn about Central Asia, Mexico, and Russia.  These countries will push us through January when we will
begin to focus on Kansas History.  Beginning with map exercises, our attention wi ll span our state’s boundaries
as we learn what makes Kansas unique, and a wonderful place to call home.

Currently, in English we are reading a dramatic adaptation of Charles Dickens’, “A Christmas Carol.”
After the hol iday break, and for the bet ter part of January and February, we wi ll spend our time r eading
Mildred D. Taylor’s novel, “Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry.”  This story tak es place in segregated Mississippi
during the heart of The Great Depression.  We will learn how the characters evolve as a result of social issues
inherent within the backdrop of this turbulent time in American history .

This month science students will study interactions of mammals and
birds; we will also look at the different environments in which animals and plants
live.  Students usually enjoy the chapters about mammals and have lots of
stories to share of their favorite pets.  Please continue to use the website
new.schoolnotes.com to find lesson plans and cool websites to help your student
in class, and also the website my.hrw.com from the textbook.  Man y of the
parents I have talked to lately say they have found some very fun ways to
help their students get in that little bit of extra studying that is fun and not a
“have to.”
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Carrie Schrader
Students Achieve Goals in Computer Tech

Synergistic Modules in Tech 8  have been so interesting!  I n order to get on the Wall of Fame, a student
must earn all 420 points for the 8-day module.  The following students have achieved that task:  Brett Phillippe
- Digital Design, Beth Beyrle - Computer Graphics and Animation, Kylee Lawrence - Computer Graphics and
Animation, Jackson Koger - Careers, Brett Phillippe - Forensic Science, Jackson Koger - Forensic Science,
Tommy Stoller - Applied Physics, Reesa Ralph - Computer Graphics and Animation, Sam Hersh - Computer
Graphics and Animation, Nathan Arredondo - Electricity, Brett Phillippe - Electricity, and Jackson Koger - Applied
Physics.  This is a huge accomplishment and we commend these students for their hard work!

Our Tech 8 Lab consists of 18 modules.  Students will be able to complete eight to nine modules in a
semester.  The modules include:  Applied Physics, Audio Broadcasting, CADD, Careers, Computer Graphics and
Animation, Creative Problem Solving, Digital Design, Digital Video, Electricity, Environmental Issues, Flight, Forces,
Forensic Science, Heart Fitness, Personal Finance, Research Presentation, Robots, and Weather.

We are continuing with Mavis Beacon Typing in Tech 7 .  Several additional students have now mastered
different levels with 85%  or more accuracy and have earned a place on the Wall of Fame.  Our goal in 7 th

grade is to key 40 words per minute wi th an average of 85% accuracy, so obviously many of our students have
well exceeded that goal!  In addition to students listed last month, these students include:

40  words per minute :  Courtney James, Jacob Boley, Jacob Compton, Amy Griffis, Caleb Kraus,
Rachel Michlitsch, Alison Kelley, Tori Cooper, Jailyn Spiller, Logan Weppler, Lexy Foster, I saac Dunn, Lauren
Jones, and Macee Roemer.

50  words per minute :  Andrew Daniel, Jenna McKaig, Taylor Jacobson, Jacob Boley, Sydnie Randolph,
Matthew Hill, and Caleb Kraus.

60  words per minute :  Mallory Mott, Spencer Sourivong, Arianna Curtis, Rachiel
Gilpatrick, Jeffrey Ferman, Mandy Brooks, Taylor Jacobson, Andrew Daniel, Lam Hoang,
and Brian Le.

Assistant's Advice
Sean Hollas - Assistant Principal

I’d like to remind parents of some of the useful tools available to help you monitor a number of
things concerning your child’s education.  Links to the following tools can be found on the district’s web
site, which is http://www.goddardusd.com/.

Skyward Family Access  gives parents a way
to view a variety of information concerning their child’s
education including links to view grades, schedules,
attendance, and disciplinary history.  You can also sign
up to receive automatic e-mails concerning your child’s
attendance and grades.  A password is required to use
Skyward; if you have never used it you can get your
password from any secretary in the Goddard Middle School office.

cont. on page 9
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Art Activities
Angie Mitchell

The Art 2-D classes are currently working on a uni t involving “composition,” which is r eally just a f ancy
way of saying where objects are positioned in the drawings.  The classes spent a few days making very quick
practice sketches of several different compositions based on a still life.  Next, students developed their three
best sketches into more detailed drawings.  Finally, the best drawing was chosen as the plan for a larger painting
of the still life.  Instead of using realistic colors for the still life paintings, the students will choose a complimentary
color scheme to finish the project.

The Art 3-D classes have wrapped up their ceramics unit by completing pinch pots, coil pots, and mugs.
Each of the projects is a functional object, meaning they can use it when they take it home.  Now the classes
are working on a cardboard relief sculpture, also known as the “Think Inside AND Outside the Box” project.  For
the sculpture, the students started with an exercise to draw four unique, two-dimensional designs.  Then they
had to interpret the two-dimensional drawings as a three-dimensional relief inside a cardboard shadow box.
This project is particularly challenging for the students because there is not one single correct answer.  Rather
there are many possible solutions, and they have to evaluate the solutions and determine the best outcome.
The objective of this assignment is not to see who can create an awesome collage, but rather to get
everyone’s brain open to new possibilities, to think outside the box.

In November we received news that a design by an RGMS student
won the Kansas Art Education Association Youth Art Month flag design
contest.  Congratulations to eighth gr ader Kendra Young whose design
was chosen from among hundreds of entries from K-12 students from
all across the state!  The flag design contest is one of the activities
sponsored by KAEA every year in recognition of Youth Art Month in
March.  Kendra’s design will be made into a real flag to fly at the state
capital for the YAM festivities in late February.  From Topeka it wi ll travel
to Washington D.C. where it wi ll join flags f rom all 50 states to fly in
recognition of YAM.  Then the flags will be displayed in Baltimore during

the National Art Education Association convention.  The flag will eventually return to Kansas where it will be
presented to Kendra to keep.

MyNutriKids.com  allows parents to access information concerning
their student’s lunch account.  Parents can add money to an account
using a credit card, receive reminders when a child’s account goes below a
designated dollar amount, and see a complete history of what their child
purchases in the cafeteria.

Calendar  - Click on the calendar icon to view upcoming activities for
all of the schools in the district.

Pioneer League website  - This site can be accessed through a link found on
the Robert Goddard Athletics page of our web site or by going to http://
www.pioneerleague.org/.  The site lists a variety of useful information concerning
activities and athletics including overall records for sports teams and directions to
athletic facilities for each middle school.

Assistant's Advice cont. from page 8
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Literacy in the Library
Susan Hardesty - Librarian

Looking for perfect stocking stuffers for the students in your household?  How about a book?
Even the most reluctant readers will enjoy these new ti tles.  Holiday greetings from the l ibrary staff,
Mrs. Hardesty and Mrs. Session!

The Hunger Games and Catching Fire by Suzanne Collins:  I n a dystopian society, the Capital
controls all aspects of the occupants’ lives.  Several hundred years ago, an uprising took place between
the districts and the Capital, resulting in the complete annihilation of District Thirteen.  As punishment
for the rebellion, every year since, each of the twelve remaining districts is forced to sacrifice one boy
and one girl to participate in the Hunger Games.  The last one to surviv e is the victor.  Sixteen-year-old
Katniss makes the ultimate sacrifice when she volunteers to take the place of her twelve-year-old sister,
Prim.

Don’t Judge a Girl by Her Cover by Ally Carter:  This third book in the Gallagher Girls series finds
Cammie Morgan visiting her r oommate Macey, and the two escape a kidnappers’ plot using their
espionage skills.  When Macey goes on the campaign trail with her f ather, the vice-presidential nominee,
Cammie and other Gallagher girls use their spy training as part of the security team.

The Dangerous Days of Daniel X by James Patterson:  Fifteen-year-old Daniel has followed in his
parents’ footsteps as the Alien Hunter, exterminating beings on The List of Alien Outlaws on Terra
Firma, but when he faces his first of the top ten outlaws, the very existence Earth and another planet are
at stake.

Hurricane Gold: a James Bond Adventure by Charlie Higson:  Young James Bond, vacationing in
Mexico at the home of ex-flying ace Jack Stone, is called to duty when thieves rob Stone’s safe and
kidnap his children in the midst of a hurricane, forcing James into a perilous chase through the jungle in
pursuit of the criminals.

Football Champ by Tim Green:  Twelve-year-old Troy’s uncanny gift f or predicting football plays
proves a powerful secret weapon for the Atlanta Falcons, but a seedy reporter with a vendetta suspects
something is going on and sets out to shred the reputations of Troy and star linebacker Seth Halloway.

North of Beautiful by Justina Chen Headley:  Terra, a sensitive, artistic high school senior born
with a facial port-wine stain, struggles with issues of inner and outer beauty with the help of her Goth
classmate Jacob.

Changeup: Mystery at the World Series by John Feinstein:  While covering the World Series, teen
reporters Stevie Thomas and Susan Carol uncover some inconsistencies in the life story of a popular
new pitcher and begin to investigate.



Goddard Baseball Winter
Camp Flyer

Reading the Right Way

Bobbi Cole
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Sarah Shobe

Grade Grade

The 8th grade classes finished their novel, “The
Giver,” and have begun the literature circle units which
revolve around a sports theme.  Students will select
one book from a list of choices and then form a
discussion group with others who chose the same
book.  Throughout the novel, students will work on
creating a “Book Mosaic” of ideas, quotes, thoughts,
setting, v ocabulary, characterization, conflict,
predictions, point of view, inferences, and plot.  We
will finish the literature circles and complete the mosaic
before Christmas break. AR Goals for the second nine-
week period will be due on December 16.

Please know that as parents you each play a
vital part in your child’s reading success.  Practice is
one of the key elements to becoming a better reader,
so support our program by encouraging your child to
read at least 15 minutes each night.  This will definitely
improve your student ’s reading ability. Also, reading
each night and logging the pages they read is part of
your child’s daily grade.

If your child did not take reading the first
semester, then he/she wi ll be in my class during the
second semester; I look forward to seeing each of
those students. The reading classes will begin the
second semester with comprehension and vocabulary
tests to help determine each student’s individual
reading level and the amount of AR points each
student must achieve each nine-week period.  We will
introduce various vocabulary strategies that will assist
students with comprehension and the decoding of
unfamiliar words.  Following this unit, we will discuss
the four text types and their specific text structures
and features.

If at any time you have questions regarding
the reading program or your child’s progress, do not
hesitate to call or e-mail me.

Plan Time:  12:15 – 1:00
794-4230 Ext. #2622
bcole@goddardusd.com

Reading 7 students are close to finishing up their
literature circle books during these final weeks of this
first semester.  They have been reading selected books
in groups of 4-6 students and discussing it together.
During this time students have been completing
assignments on point of view, vocabulary, prediction,
theme, cause and effect, character descriptions, and
connections between the book and their own lives.  A
final assignment is due on December 16.

Practice time for reading is still a very important
part of your child’s reading success.  Just like piano
lessons and basketball practices are important for the
pianist and the athlete, your child needs daily reading
practice to help them become better readers.  Please
support them in reading at least 15 minutes each day
after school by allowing them to find a quiet place to
enjoy their book.  Students should continue logging the
pages read for their daily grade until the end of this
semester.  The last day to take tests for AR goals will
be December 18, 2009.

Second semester will be here soon and all
seventh graders who were not in my class the first
semester will begin thir d quarter in Reading 7.  The first
order of business is locating each student’s individual
reading level.  This helps us assign AR point goals for
the third nine week period.  Next is a review on using
reference materials, mainly the dictionary and thesaurus.
Students will be using these several times over the next
few months, so dust yours off at home so your child
will be ready to go, just in case they have a couple of
things to finish up some evening!  We will also use the
computer for a reference resource in class, and it is
fine to use one outside of class too, if it is OK with you.
These references will help us, along with vocabulary
strategies that are introduced, in comprehending
unfamiliar words.  Vocabulary growth is what leads to
greater comprehension in all aspects of reading.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any
questions or concerns.  Log on to http://
new.schoolnotes.com to check my lesson plans for the
current week.  Go Lions!  Have a happy and safe holiday
season!

Plan Time:  6 th hour, 1:04 -1:52
Phone:  794-4230, ext. 41115
sshobe@goddardusd.com



Band & Orchestra Notes
Philip Edelman - Director
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Traditionally, the hol idays are filled with music.  Can you imagine the December
festivities accompanied by silence?  Let us take a moment to recognize and appreciate
a communication that transcends all religious, racial, political and economic barriers:

the artistic language of MUSIC.

Our world is shrinking.  The mere flip of a computer switch puts us in contact with anyone ...
anywhere.  Geographical barriers no longer isolate us from our global neighbors.  We are challenged to
find a common ground for mutual understanding.  There is only one language that embraces everyone:
MUSIC.  If we want our students to have a world-class education, then we must offer them world-class
music instruction.

In the world as i t is today, i t is imperative that we pledge to establ ish a harmonious culture for
our children.  Most certainly tomorrow’s world will be a reflection of today’s choices and decisions.
Music must be a mainstay of our schools, for it answers the important questions of who we are as well
as why we are.

In the spirit of giving, please accept our sincerest gratitude for your support of music; not just
for the music program at RGMS but music throughout our community, our state and our nation.
Together we can make a difference.  Together we are making a difference, and all the members of our
musical family are the benefactors.

Best wishes for a healthy and happy holiday season are extended to you and yours.  Let us begin
the New Year with a renewed commitment to music in our schools.  Thr ough music our children are
allowed to live a rich life filled with expression, appreciation and creative growth.

Whatever your background, we wish you the best of holidays, and a safe and wonderful winter
break.  MAKE A JOYFUL SOUND!

Happy holidays from Philip Edelman and the RGMS Instrumental Music Family.

Publications Staff Yearbook Sale
The Publications staff doesn’t want you to miss the chance for your student to own his
or her yearbook.  It’s the only book that captures the year’s events, activities, friendships,
experiences and memories from Goddard Middle School.  Purchase a yearbook before
the end of the semester at the reduced price of $23!  Then, make your own gift
certificate to surprise your son or daughter during the holiday season.

Send a check to Goddard Middle School, Attn. Publications Staff, 301 S.
Main Street, Goddard, KS  67052.   Please include the name of your son/daughter
on the memo l ine.  We must receive your order by Friday, December 18.

Laena Esposti, Sponsor



Health Hints
Deb McClanahan, R.N.
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WHEN YOU THOUGHT I WASN’T LOOKING
A message every adult should read, because children are watching you and doing as you do , not as you say .

When you thought I wasn’t looking –

I saw you hang my first painting on the r efrigerator, and I immediately w anted to paint another one.
I saw you feed a stray cat, and I learned that it was good to be kind to animals.
I saw you make my favorite cake for me, and I learned that the little things can be the special things in life.
I heard you say a prayer, and I knew ther e is a God I could always talk to and I learned to trust in God.
I saw you make a meal and take it to a friend who was sick, and I learned that we all have to help

take care of each other.
I saw you give of your time and money to help people who had nothing, and I learned that those who have

something should give to those who don’t.
I saw you take care of our house and everyone in it, and I learned we should take care of what we are given.
I saw how you handled your responsibilities, even when you didn’t feel good, and I learned that I would

have to be responsible when I grow up.
I saw tears come from your eyes, and I learned that sometimes things hurt, but i t’s all right to cry .
I saw that you cared and I wanted to be everything that I could be.
I learned most of life’s lessons that I need to know to be a good and productive person when I grow up.
I looked at you and wanted to say, “Thanks for all the things I sa w when you thought I w asn’t looking.”

LITTLE EYES SEE A LOT.

Each of us (parent, grandparent, aunt, uncle, teacher or friend) influences the life of a child.
How will you touch the life of someone today?

FACS Facts
Jessica Buchanan

Welcome parents/guardians and students to a fabulous new year!  I n family and consumer sciences,
we’ll study topics which include family relationships, nutrition, clothing, basic economic principles, goal setting,
and communications, as well as baby-sitting.  The goal of this course is to apply the principles taught in English,
math, and science to common everyday tasks.

Through the construction of personal scrapbooks, a new group of students will begin the spring semester
by studying our human r elationships unit.  Students wi ll need to bring pictur es of their chi ldhood, family, and
friends.  If you prefer not to have those pictures cut or glued into the scrapbook, we have a scanner available
in school to scan and print the pictures.  If you have a scanner available at home, please feel free to scan and
print pictures on your own, or e-mail the files to me at school and I can print them for you.

I’d also like welcome into our classroom two additional wildcat fans, Ms. Emily Theis, and Ms. Emma
Gorges from Kansas State University.  Both wi ll complete their student teaching semester wi th me at EMS/
GMS.  Emily will be with us thr ough March, and Emma will join us afterw ards until May.  We look forward to new
ideas and projects for FACS class this spring.  Go Cats!

For any questions, feel free to contact me at school by phone or by e-mail.  I’m looking forward to a
great semester!
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INTRAMURAL BASKETBALL 2010 SEASON

The Goddard Schools offer an intramural basketball program open to all 4th through 6th grade students  and 7th &
8th grade students who are not on their school’s basketball team.   The Intramural program is focused on teaching
basic basketball skills, sportsmanship, and teamwork.  It is not a competitive program.  The Intramural basketball program
will begin on Saturday, January 9, 2010 .  Please read over the following information with your child.  All basketball
players must have their permission form signed and returned by Wednesday, January 6, 2010!

Please return the signed permission form to your PE teacher, homeroom teacher,
or to the office of the school your child attends.

FORMAT: Each session will begin with a focus on a particular basketball skill.  Goddard High School basketball players
will teach and model these weekly skills.  Participants will be given an opportunity to practice each skill.  At the end of each
session the students will scrimmage against each other.  Some of the ski lls to be covered include:  rules of basketball, ball
handling, defense, shooting, rebounding, and passing.

WHEN: Sessions begin on Saturday, January 9 , 2010 , and will be played January 16, 23, 30  and
February 6, 13, 20 .  I n the event of inclement weather, listen to local news media for cancellation.

**No sessions will be rescheduled if they are cancelled**

WHERE: Girls  will play @ Amelia Earhart  Elementary School Gym.
Boys  play @ the Challenger / Discovery  building North Gym

TIME: Intramurals will run on Saturday mornings starting at 8:00 A.M.   Gym doors open at 7:45.

The following schedule may change depending on the number of kids that sign up in each grade.  If
adjustments are necessary, we wi ll inform you at the first session and they wi ll take effect the second
session.

4th   graders play from 8:00  -  9:00 am
5th   graders play from 9:00  - 10:00 am
6

th
, 7 th  & 8 th   graders play from 10:00-  11:00 am

DRESS: Gym shoes are required. T-shirts, shorts/sweats are recommended.

COACHES: Goddard High School basketball players will be teaching and coaching the players this year under the
supervision of the intramural sponsors.

COST: There is NO COST for this program.

PARENTS: You are welcome to be at each of your child’s sessions and watch his/her ski lls improve.  If y ou don’t
stay for your child’s session, you will need to pick them up when the session is over.

NOTE: Restrooms will be open, but locker rooms and hallways will be off limits. If you bring small children to
intramurals,please ensure that they stay in the gym.  They should be supervised at all times and are not
permitted to run around in the school.  Our program is designed for learning, fun, and the enjoyment of all.

SPONSORS: Keith Lewandowski (Boys) Kim Kline (Girls)
Travis Ford (Boys) Barb Letts (Girls)

If you have any questions, please call or e-mail:

Keith Lewandowski @ 794-4230 klewandowski@goddardusd.com   Boys
Barb Letts @ 794-4230 bletts@goddardusd.com  Girls

�
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INTRAMURAL BASKETBALL PERMISSION SLIP

Please return this form to your PE teacher, homeroom teacher, or the office of the school you attend

no later than Wednesday, January 6,  2010.

Name:_______________________________________           Grade:____________boy/girl:________

My child has my permission to play intramural basketball.
I understand that USD 265 assumes no responsibility for injury incurred during intramural basketball.

___________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
phone #            parent signature date

* * Have more than one child interested in Intramurals?  Add them here! * *

Name:_______________________________________ Grade:____________boy/girl:________

Name:_______________________________________ Grade:____________boy/girl:________
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For the past four decades the Goddard school district has offered activity
buses to transport the student athlete home after practices.  However due to
the economic conditions of the state and consequently, the school districts,
beginning January 5, 2010 Goddard USD 265 will cease to offer this service as
one of many cost-saving measures.  Students and their parents will be
responsible for transportation home from all activity and athletic practices.
We know this will cause some challenges for both parents and coaches.   We are
offering some suggestions and guidelines.

1. Parents might consider establishing a car pool schedule with
teammates within your vicinity.

2. Athletes will need to be picked up after practice no later  than
5:30 pm.  Practices are generally finished between 5 and 5:15 pm.

3. If it becomes a problem for the athlete to be picked up by 5:30 pm,
there could be consequences, such as lack of playing time or
dismissal from the team.  This is a situation we hope never happens.

With the parents and the coaches working together, we believe we will be able
to overcome this situation.  If you have any questions, please do not
hesitate to call me @ 794-4244.

Rick Kilmer
Athletic Director
Goddard Middle Schools

Activity Bus Routes Discontinued!



Dec 14
5:00 pm 7A/B & 8B/A Boys Basketball
   @ Maize
5:00 pm 7A/B & 8B/A Girls Basketball
   vs Maize
Dec 15
7:00 pm Vocal, Band, & Orchestra
   Winter Concert
Dec 17
5:00 pm 7A/B & 8B/A Boys Basketball
  vs. Valley Center
5:00 pm 7A/B & 8B/A Girls Basketball
   @ Valley Center
Dec 18
End of First Semester
Dec 21 - Jan 4
NO CLASSES -
SCHOOLS & OFFICES CLOSED
Jan 4
Teacher W ork Day , no classes
Jan 5
CLASSES RESUME
Jan 7
2nd Qtr Report Cards Issued
12:00 pm Organizations Pictures 
5:00 pm 7A/B & 8B/A Boys Basketball
   vs Eisenhower
5:00 pm 7A/B & 8B/A Girls Basketball
   @ Eisenhower

Jan 11
4:00 pm 7B/7A & 8A Girls Basketball
   @ Prairie Hills
5:00 pm 7A/B & 8B/A Boys Basketball
   vs Prairie Hills
Jan 12
4:00 pm Pioneer League Spelling Bee
   @ Robert Goddard
Jan 15
7:00 pm PTO Dance @ Robert Goddard
Jan 18-19
NO CLASSES FOR STUDENTS
Jan 21
5:00 pm 7A/B & 8B/A Boys Basketball
   @ Maize
5:00 pm 7A/B & 8B/A Girls Basketball
   vs Maize
Jan 23
9:00 am 7B & 8B Boys Basketball
   Tournament @ Eisenhower
9:00 am 7B & 8B Girls Basketball
   Tournaments @ Robert Goddard
Jan 25
5:00 pm 7A/B & 8B/A Boys Basketball
   @ Valley Center
5:00 pm 7A/B & 8B/A Girls Basketball
   vs Valley Center
Jan 26
4:00 pm Wrestling vs Eisenhower,
   Andover Central @ Maize So.

Upcoming Calendar of Events

Jan 28
5:00 pm 7A/B & 8B/A Boys Basketball
   @ Eisenhower
5:00 pm 7A/B & 8B/A Girls Basketball
   vs Eisenhower
Jan 29
3:00 pm Wrestling Teams &
   Individuals Sports Pictures
Jan 30
9:00 am Wrestling @ Valley Center
   Invitational
Feb 1
5:00 pm 7A/B & 8B/A Boys Basketball
   vs Maize South
5:00 pm 7A/B & 8B/A Girls Basketball
   @ Maize South
Feb 2
4:00 pm Wrestling vs Valley Center,
   Circle @ Mulvane
Feb 4
5:00 pm 7A/B-8B/A Boys Basketball
   @ Newton
5:00 pm 7A/B-8B/A Girls Basketball
   vs Newton
Feb 6
9:00 am 7A Girls/Boys BB League
   Tournaments @ Valley Center
9:00 am 8A Girls/Boys BB League
   Tournaments @ Eisenhower

Please see the on-line calendar at www.goddardusd.com  for corrections and additions.

Robert Goddard Middle School
Goddard School District, USD 265
301 S. Main St., Box 279
Goddard, KS  67052
www.goddardusd.com
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